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8 ſecundi Magnæ Britanniæ &c. tertio. F 7 
17. 7 ordered, That the Thanks of this Court 
153 given to the Reverind Dr. Berriman, 
for 2 3 preach'd before this Court, and 
the Governors of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of this = 
City, at the Pariſh Church of St. Bridget, on 
Wedneſday in Eaſter Week laſt; ; and that he be 
defired to print the ſame. .-. 
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Þ EccLs 8. xi. 2. 
3 Gre a portion to ſeven, and alſo 15 
4 eigbt, for thou knoweſt not what evil 


Shall be upon the Fart. 


HE 8 hes gone thro' 
the former part of his book, in 
W expoling the vanity of thoſe 
methods, which men are uſed to pur- 
ſue, for the procurement of preſent 
eaſe and laſting felicity ; he comes at 
3 ; . to ere ſuch directions and 
rules of life, as as may effectually ſecure 
dhe point, which is labour d for in vain 
5 the foregoing methods, ſuch as may 
gat preſent afford matter of the juſtef] 

: Faellen and lead us in the 55 to 
orb the moſt ſubſtantial happineſt. 
Among theſe, as he concluded the fore- 
= Pie chapter with hinting at our duty 
Beere thoſe of a ſuperior ſtation, 
PV he begins this before us with ſug- 
Las what we owe to inferiors, or 
uch as are below us. Of this kind 
A 2 plainly 


plainly is 1 ay of Almſarving, © 
which is figuratively expreſs d in the 
firſt verſe of this chapter, under the 
metaphor of caſting bread upon the 
waters, and more plainly 1 in the words 
of the text, Grove a portion to ſeven, © 
and alſo to eight; for thou knoweſt nit 
what evil ſhall be upon the earth, © F 
From whence I would take occaſion 


I. T0 ſpeak in general of that duty. : 
of almſgiving, which is here expreſel 
by giving a Portion. 1 
II. To point out our obligation 0 f [ 
the frequent exerciſe of this 4 7 
Gre a portion to ſeven, and alſo i : 
eight. And then ET 
III. To urge it more partculat F 
from that motive which is uggeſicnl 7 
in the text; for thou knoweſt not wha 5 
evil ſhall be upon the earth. - 


I. Firſt therefore 1 begin to el 
In general of that duty of amen 
which 1 is here expreſs d by giving 


BY, tion. For lo it is reaſonably 1 1 
| ſtoal 1 3 4 


„ ſtood as enplacinedry of the verſe pre- 
e ceding, rather than in that ſenſe which 
e *theChaldee paraphraſe ſu ggeſts of com- 
e 7 mitting ſeed to the earth in the /eventh 
b and the ezobth month. 
It appears to have been cuſtomary 
F with the ancient Jews, for the richer 
How to be mindful of the poor on 
the more ſolemn feſtivals; any they 
y | were required by the law to le them 
1 the gleanings of their harveſt both in 
d Fe and vineyards, and the ſponta- 
2 neous growth of the Sabbatic year *, 
ſo they uſed to admit them to ſome 
participation of their banquets, that 
whilſt they ate the fat, and drank 
7 the fweet themſelves, they might give 
proof at the ſame time of their boun- 
teous diſpoſition, by ſending Hortions 
= wnto them for whom nothing was pre- 
X pared. Jo this practice, tis probable, 
the Preacher might allude, when in 
the text he preſcribed the giving of a 
portion, namely a portion of that bread 


| * Exod. xxiii. 11. Levit. xix. , 10. xxili. 22 
E | FM eh. vii. 10, Efth, ix. 22, 
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And from hence 
* 7ews/ſh Pandects, of appointing 


certain officers for the collection and 
diſtribution of this ſort of proviſion, 


ſince they are both founded in the 


ſame 


on of that grand precept and rule of our 
religion, which requires us to have re- 


gard to the complaints of the poor, and 7 


provide for their relief and ſuſtenance. 


The fame Providence, which for | 
wiſe ends and purpoſes has placed 


ſome in a low and indigent condition, 
has likewiſe furniſhed others with 


plenty and abilities to help them, that 


whilſt the ſtraitneſs of their circum- 
ſtances is meant for the trial of their 


faith and virtue, it may however be 
ſo well proportion d and ſuited to their 
Maim. in Mattanoth. Aniim, ſiyede donis pas parum, e. g. g. 2. 
ſtrength, 


vo 
"Hp 
9 
bo”, 
5 In 
nol 
* 
2% 
1 
* 1 
<8 
- 2 
- 8 
Fe 
Wee 
N 


ame Feral reaſon and law of Cha- 
ity, I ſhall take leave to handle them 
together, and briefly ſtate the obligati- 
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or food which he had mention'd in 
the verſe before. 
8 aroſe the cuſtom mention d in 


8 . 
oy 8 
a 


1 4 

'H ſuength, that no remptation may be 
Aid to overtake them but what is com- 
nn to man or fit for the frailty of 
human nature to ſuſtain and undergo. 
To incline thoſe who ate rich to be 
thus communicative of the goods 
which they enjoy, there is implanted 
a certain ſympathy within us, where- 
by we feel (as it were) in ourſelves the 
iberies which we behold in others, 
and are ſenſibly concern d for the 
Frievances which they endure. To 
_xc<lieve them therefore is to eaſe our- 
ſelves, and by ſupplying thoſe wants 
—Fhich are the ground of their mis» 
Fortunes, we ſhall compoſe that diſ- 
order of our own breaſts which the 
fight of them occaſion d, and per- 
Wire a ſatisfaction riſing in its ſtead, 
ſuperior (I am bold to appeal to all 
that have made trial of it) far ſupe- 
Fior to whatever could be found from 
| * other application of our ſubſtance 
o the purpoſes of pride or avarice. | 
$0 agreeable is this procedure to the 
4 Flo nature of man, that with 


Aa po” 


1 Core TX th 
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($) * 
a peculiar emphaſis we often term it 
humanity itſelf; and they who never 
exerciſe ſuch acts of . ee affection, 
are judged to have degenerated from 
the tenderneſs of men to * Hragrneſt YN 
| of bealts!: 3: -: 1 
What is thus Wie founded ; in 8 
principles of reaſon, and ranked a- 
mong the laws of nature, is yet more 
clearly propoſed and enforced under 
the ſhining light of revelation. The 
duties of helping the afflicted, ang 
miniſtring to their neceſſities, are {o 
ſtrongly bound upon us by the rules 
_of. Chriſtianity, and ſo manifeſtly de- 
duced from the more. general pre- 
cepts of love and univerſal benevo-\ 
lence, that the negle& of obſerving 
them cannot poſſibly lay claim to tie ; 
excuſe of ignorance, but muſt bear te 
blame of wilfulneſs and obduration. 
Nay, even before the delivery on 
Goſpel precepts, what care was then 'Y 
taken of the poor, even by the pre 
cepts of the law 2 What encourage. 4 2 
ment was given to it by the 8 28 
0188 
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M LORE... 
1 of that diſpenſation ? And how was 
it reckon'd for a genuine token and 
expreſſion of repentance, that men 
ſhould * break off their ſins by r1ghte- 
; ee, and their iniquities by ſhewing 
| we to the poor? 

b The Jeus have carried this fo hi gh 
| as to determine that whoever al 
| Þ eefeeſh himſelf, after a day of faſt- 
4 ing and humiliation, either 1 eat- 
| 1 ing or with ſleep, before he has diſ- 
| 7 tributed his alms to the poor, is in- 
volv'd in equal guilt with him that 
is a murderer. Hereby indeed they 
ſhew their zeal rather than their judg- 
ment, ſince the obſervation of affir- 
3 ; matiue precepts may be forborn or ſuſ- 
7 pended upon ſome occaſions, but no- 
thing can excuſe the violation of the 
] © negative. They go on to obſerve, that 
1 | F we are more ftrictly obliged to Alms- 
„eving, © than to any other affirmative 
precept whatſoever, that it is call'd 
x Cray by the name of r:ghreou/ 


3 Dan. iv. 27. * Maimon. ut ſupr, „ Maimon, 
'E Ven. cap. io. *, . 
3 8. neſs, 


610) 


neſs, ha pu to be done with readi- 


neſs 


the neglect of it. 


Hoy juſt a reproach may their 
obſervations be to us, if we ſhould 


be defective in theſe particulars, who 
are more fully and explicitly inſtruct- 
ed, how he love of our nezghbonur is 
the fulfilling of the lau, that royal © 
law of Chriſtian obedience, Ca mced ö 


in the love of God, and actuated by 


a ſincere, enſeigned regard to his 
commands? How our alms ſhould be 
diſpens d with a liberal hand, and 
with a chearful* heart, act gradeingly 3 


ſatisfaction, enforced with f 
the promiſes of great reward, and 
threatning of heavy puniſhment to 


2 of neceſſity, for God loveth a chear- 1 | 
fa groer Ho the good offices done 


by us in this manner are accepted 


by our Lord as done unto himſelf *, 


who repreſents this as the grand ar- 
ticle of his n at the day of Jude 3 


ment? 


ts * xili. 8. Gab, v. 14. Jam. ii. 8. b 2 Cor. ix. 7. 


Matt. xxv. 34. 


Not that this, or any other work 
of ours, may be thou ght to have 
ſuch dignity or merit in it, as to de- 
ſerve a reward of everlaſting happi- 
 heſs! For what claim can we have 
upon God, beyond what his own free 
bounty is pleaſed to give us, even tho 


we were able to do all that is com- 
manded: And how much leſs, when 


dur actions are ſo viſibly imperfect, 
5 nd fall ſhort of the rule of our obe- 
dliience? But where the outward act 
3 J oceeds from an inward principle of 
3 4 aith, and ſenſe of duty, it is there an 
1 ande ef chat real and religious obe- 
dience, which, however it be imper- 
Fee in itſelf, ſhall yet be accepted by 
dur merciful Creator, for the ſake of 
1 his merits who has all ſufficiency, and 
is therefore worthy of all acceptance 
4 and regard. | 


= Sowell might Holomon adviſe to caſt 


our bread upon the waters, where how- 
; ever it may ſeem to periſh and be loft 
Mat e yet we ſhall find it after 
8 . Reeleſ 11. 1. 
=: many 


( 12 ) 


many days, it will return again with 7 
intereſt, if not in an addition to the 
comforts and conveniences of this life, | 
yet in that future conſolation which 

infinitely exceeds them, in that fl. 
neſs of joy which is at God's r:ght- Þ 
hand, and that pleaſure which en- 


dures for evermore. 


Mean while it ought to be remem- 
ber d, the wiſe Author of our text 
preſcribes not the giving away the 
whole of our ſubſtance, but a po- 
tion only, I will not deny but ſome 
poſſible caſes may be put, in which 
one may be obliged to follow the ad- 
vice to the young man in the Goſpel, 
b to go, ſell all that be had, and give © 


give 10 the poor, in order to have 


zreaſure in heaven. The church may 
poſſibly be reduc'd to ſuch circum- 
ſtances as it was in at the beginning 
of Chriſtianity, when twas thought X 


adviſeable at leaſt, if not ſtrictly ne- f 
ceſſary for the brethren at Jeruſalin 
that no one ſhould call any thing © hs 


* Pſa). xvi. 110 5 Matt. xix. 21. 8 Acts bs q F 


pw, but they ſhould all throw their 
Subſtance into one common ſtock, 
and take from thence in proportion 
o their ſeveral occaſions. But ordi- 
Fgarily there is no need for this rigo- 
Fous expedient ; the exigences of the 
indigent might be tolerably reliev d, 
f thoſe of better fortunes would but 
ſpare a moderate 1 from their 
—own ſuperfluities for their ſupply. 


But this will better appear by our 
; "proceeding to the w 

> II. Second thing propoſed from the 
text, namely to point out our obliga- 
tion to the frequent exerciſe of this 
duty. Give à portion to ſeven and 
alſo to eigbi. . 
I here are two rules preſcribed by 

the Apoſtle for the meaſure of our 
charity; that every man ſhould give 
t Ras God hath proſper d him, and“ ac- 
cording as he purpoſeth in his heart. 
„ Ihe firſt of theſe implies that it ſhould 


21 Cot. xvi. 2. ” er. i. 7. 
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bear ſome proportion to our abilities; 
the other, that it be ſo much, and 
no more than we are ready to im- 
part with a chearful and willing mind 7 
The former is the ſtandard by which 
the latter ſhould be regulated; fo 
if we find ourſelves unwilling to pan $ 
with ſo much as is ſuitable to our abi. 

lities, we are then plainly defective in 5 
our diſpoſitions to this duty, and 
ought without queſtion to corred a 


this enormity of our Actions. 


Now there are various circumſtance, | 
fit to be conſider'd, in order to deter- 
mine how far our abilities may reach. wg 
Together with the plenty of our pre. % 
ſent income, we muſt confider the like. 
hood of its continuance, the number 

of our dependents, the quality o 
ſtation of life in which they are to 
be maintain d, and their capacity . 
incapacity to make proviſion for them 
ſelves. But after all, it muſt in great We 
meaſure be left to every man to judge ta 
for himſelf, how much he is in ci- 
cumſtance to ſpare for the relief and 
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tance of the 5 Only it 
ould be charged upon his conſci- 
"Ehce, as his bounden duty, ſo to conſi- 
der his own real occaſions, as not to 
ith-hold the juſt portion of the 
Por, nor under the pretence of pro- 
Wis for himfelf and his family, 
to gratify a vain ambition, pride or 
9 avarice. 5 
»The Jews indeed preſcribe the 
; tenth part of a man's ſubſtance to be 
given to the poor, as a moderate de- 
ge of charity, which whoſoever falls 


Mort of, incurs the blame of cove- 


| abguage of the ſcripture) evil againſt 
- bus poor brother. At the ſame time they 
_xecommend the giving of a fifth, as 
g more commendable inſtance of obe- 
Hence. How far does this rule of 
Nui righteouſneſs exceed the uſual 
ctice of thoſe who profeſs them- 
at yes diſciples of a more perfect diſpen- 
ge Won | And yet even this was ſome- 


imon. Mattanoth Aniim, c. 7. F. 5. Deut. xv. 9. 


4A 8 
3 e. 
„ 
De. 3 . 4 4 
MW 4 
vhs *. : id 
} 2 * bs 
Fe 3h” 2 N 
to ©Y 
* # 
© F 1 , 
+770 f 
2 — 
— . 
1 [ 
45 * 
RE EIS 4 
$ 8 Li 


tw) 

times greatly exceeded, as we ſee bo 
the example of Zaccheus, who * gat 
no leſs 25 half his goods to the po, 
beſides a fourfold reſtitution for any on 
accidental 1 injuries. 2 
But to ſay the truth, an exact pro- 
portion which ſhould oblige all men 
equally at all times, is neither rex 
ſonable to be asked, nor poſſible . 
be preſcribed. For as our private ci: 
cumſtances may ſometimes admit 
parting with either more or leſs, “ 
the circumſtances of the publick ma 
be ſuch, as may oblige us even 8 
ſtraiten and abridge our uſual en 
pences, in order to diſpenſe our bon 
with a more bounteous hand. Whea 7 
either the number of the indigent | ? 
greater, or their wants more preſlin; 
and deplorable, we cannot but eſteen 
it our duty to part with more, t the. : 
when the poor are not in number 
many, or their wants are more eaſing 


tupplicd. So likewiſe when me gen 


2 We ut. n 


2 by * 1 r 
7 2 ar 
Wh a 2 7 S ts Co" ne lg + 
c ccc TO OO egy 


i 
p EF . $ 125 
a TY of 


8 b 5 
5 8 | 
. * 4 Y p 5 - 2 * 2 "ER \ — 4 3 4 ©” F ty J * * A ky > £ - ＋* 2220 * 8 * 3 : 7 -S . 


Luke xix. 8, 


EY 
? n 
, " 54% 
REN 
. 5 A 7 * & 
F 
9 . 
2 * 
N 3 
T 
„ RPE. 
1 
F 75 


tw) 
bal of thoſe who are able, ire yet 
packward to contribute their ſhare to 
Avis purpoſe, the good Chriftian will 
"2 unh think himſelf obliged to 
part with more for the ſupply 2 this 
dieficiency, and deny himſelf ſome 
part of what might be convenient, 
Father than ſee his brethren deſtitute 
of that which is abſolutely neceſſary. 


1 But tho' for theſe reaſons there is 
19 no rule to be preſcribed, which ſhall 


„de univerſal and unalterable, yet in 
the general I cannot but imagine it 
might be of great uſe, if men would 
de perſuaded fo to confider their own 


1 xcafions and the neceſſities of other 
* ople, as to judge what proportion 
1 pf their income might be commonly 
1 ppared for. pious and charitable pur- 
1 ſes. I mention pious as well as cha- 


piable purpoſes, becauſe whatever is 
3 Dedicated to the honour of God, and 
he more immediate ſervice of reli- 
4 3 gion, will fitly be referr'd to this ar- 

Fe of our expence, and conſider d 


bs 2 - ſtated tribute paid to him, of 
C whoſe 


(618) b 
. whoſe. grant and donation we hold 
all that we enjoy. => 
By them that have a conſtant and 
clear income, this matter might be 
managed with little difficulty; and 
as for them whoſe gain depends on 
trade or other contingencies, as they 
have uſually one time in the year for 
balancing and adjuſting their accounts, 
they might make that alſo the time 
for adjuſting the proportion of their 
charity. Then they, whoſe increaſe is 
greater, and their occaſions leſs, may 
be reaſonably expected to give not 
only more in value, but alſo more in 
proportion: Since he who gives four 
pounds out of twenty has yet a good 
deal more remaining than he who 
gives but one pound out of ten. This 
would be to Ja) by in flore*, as God has 
785 proſper e 
2 Cor, xvi. 2. The original is rf dur vg Nuri. 4 
So that here ſeem to be two things implied in this advice: 
(1.) That the Chriſtians ſhould ſeparate a certain part of their 
gains for charity continually as they came in: And (2.) That this 
ſhould once a week be carried to the publick treafury, which I 
is argued not only from the word 9zcaved{av, but alſo from 
the time appointed for treaſuring it up, viz. on the firſt day of wo 
the week, the ſolemn day of publick aſſembly : And farther ! 


from the reaſon ſubjoin'd, — that there be no gatherings toben 2 2 fl 
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9 1 
proſper d us; and whatever propor- 
tion we ſhall fix upon in this manner, 
yhether a fifth, a tenth, or but a 
twentieth part of our increaſe, we 
hall by this means have a kind of 
poor's ſtock always by us, which we 
ſhall not conſider as our own, and 
then we ſhall readily and chearfully 
apply it, as occaſion offers, to the uſes 
for which it is appropriate. 5 
hut perhaps the precept of the text 
might better be referr'd to the choice 
of fit objects for the exerciſe of cha- 
frity, many in their number, and de- 
ſerving in their kind, than to the large- 
neſs of the ſum which it is proper to 
| —disburſe on ſuch occaſions. Give a 
'2 


Hortion to ſeven and alſo to eight. It 
ſeems to have been uſual to expreſs 
variety by theſe numbers. Accord- 
ingly we find the ſame in the Prophet 
tome —which implies, that all their contributions were to be 
brought into one ſtock beforehand, ſince otherwiſe a mere 
private deſignation would not have ſuperſeded the need of a 
x collettian at the Apoſtle's coming. [See Locke's paraphraſe and 
nt mote on the place.) But if ſuch a publick treaſury be now im- 
=: * yet at leaſt the obſerving a certain proportion may 
= ſtill recommended, whoever be the Almoner entruſted to 
pode of it. 
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"oor agamſt bim ſeven ſhepherds, and 


eig bt Principal men. So that the wiſe 


man s advice may admit this eaſy pa- 
raphraſe. 0 Content not yourſelves 
with beſtowing your benevolence 


# upon one or two objects, however 
worthy in themſelves, or how large 
ſoever your contributions to them; 
s but endeavour in ſuch manner to 
portion out your charity, that it way 


be as diffuſive as is poſſible; and 
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ſince the Providence of God pre- 
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Micah*, — When the Afdyrian ſhall 
come into our land —— + fy Jhall we 
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| ſents you with frequent occaſions 
for the exerciſe of it, be ſure to 
lay hold on many, if you cannot 
on all; and let thoſe eſpecially, where 
e the d may be of moſt exten- 
« five influence? be ſure to have your 
e chiefeſt regard. This is, in the 1 
Eſalmiſt 8 phraſe, b to 4. iſperſe abroad 
by gromg to the Poor; it is to ſcatter | 
our benevolence, not careleſſy, but 
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A (2x) 
1 with diſcretion, that it may reach to 
many of the preſent age, and down 
it future generations, yy 
Ihe Jews in their writings men- 
tion eight degrees of charity, with 
gegard to the method or manner of 
heſtowing it: And our bleſſed Sa- 
yiour, in his repreſentation of the laſt 
judgment, has mention'd ix, with re- 
gard to the different neceſſities of thoſe 
on whom it is beſtow d. I was an 
pbungred (ſays he) and ye gave me 
meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
ind; I was a ſtranger, and ye took 
gie in; naked, and ye cloathed me; I 
| as iel, and ye viſited me; 1 was in 
priſon, and ye came wnto me. But 
| Þ this is not propoſed for a perfect 
induction, but only a brief ſpecifi- 
Fgation of the various inſtances of 
Pant: So neither may we underſtand 
the preacher in the text to limit us 
preciſely to eben or eigbt inſtances, 
put only to inſtruct us, that ſince the 
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"8 9 t Maimop, ut ſuppay cap. 10. f. 7, Cc. Matt, xxv. 35. 
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(22) 


calls of the indigent are loud and nu 
merous, our anſwers to them ſhould 


bear ſome proportion, and help to mi- 
tigate the grief of numbers in diſtrek. 


How great their numbers, and hoy 
grievous their neceſſities, he will ſcarce 
be at a loſs to know, who is uſed to 


converſe in the world, where every 


day muſt furniſh him with freſh ex. 
amples of the miſery to tas his fell 


low creatures are expos A. 


But beſides the caſual decay 
many families, and thoſe daily oppor- | 
tunities of doing good, which every 
man may find within the compaſs & 
his own knowledge: The defign o 
our preſent meeting requires me to 
point out thoſe greater and more pref 
lng exigences, which deſerve to be 
matter of a publick concern, and are 
accordingly in ſome meaſure provided 
for by ſeveral charitable foundation 
in this city, yet not in ſuch meaſure 
but that there is ſtill room more than 
enough, to receive the pious bene. 
factions of thoſe who have a jut 
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| Epmpaſſion for the miſeries of other 
pe ople. 

A They who are diſabled, by diſeaſes 
| 4 bodily infirmity, from providing 


common neceſſaries of life for 


1 nher and their families, are {till 
much leſs able to ſupport that ex- 


pence which is requiſite in lingring 


hckneſſes, to provide them with pro- 
per medicines, attendance and advice. 
To reach out a ſufficient help for ſuch 


i diſaſters ſeems to exceed the compaſs 


private management. And there- 


pre without ſome publick care taken 
* the relief of the poor in ſuch cir- 
Fumſtances, they muſt many of them 
be left to periſh in the moſt wretched 
manner under theſe misfortunes. Such 
Fare has been charitably endeavour d 
2 by the erection of hoſpitals, about 
"this city, for the reception of ſick 
and lame perſons, and ſupplying them 
"With proper helps for their recovery. 
hut becauſe the carrying on of ſo 


1 a deſign requires a perpe- 


wal fund of benevolence; it is par- 


ticularly 


(24) 


ticularly expected of them that enjo | 
health and ability of body, and hav. 
been bleſs d in the uſe of them wit) - * 


great improvement of their ſubſtance 
that they ſhould think themſelves obl. 
ged, as 25 hope for mercy at th: 
great tribunal, to render ſome tribut 
for the bleſſings they enjoy, and: ſpar 


a decent proportion from their o 
ſuperfluities, to relieve and mitigat: > 


this hard neceſſity of other people. 


And as theſe poor people, who |: + 
bour under the immediate preſſure d Þ 
| bodily diſtempers, have a title to b 
firſt conſider d; ſo neither are the] 
in the next place to be over-look'd, ® 
who have a competent meaſure d 
health and ſtrength, but abuſe it to 
the purpoſes of idleneſs and vice 


. 1 3 a 5 4 1 7 
TS SR” EO A CS Ne” th. „TT 


+ ms; a 


Thee are not indeed to be ſuppliel 7 


with mony, to ſupport them in the 
vicious extravagance ; but it is fit tha : 
houſes of correction be provided fol 
them, where by ſtripes and hard l 


bour they may themſelves be brougli 


to a better n ol 1 


1 
2 
15 
3 


he publick may be better ſecur' d a- 
iv Sainſt the miſchiefs of vagrancy and 
t: Moſt abandon'd licentiouſneſs. 
Nor ought we to forget what com- 
Paſſion there is due to thoſe who are 
oft to all the powers of reaſon, and 
he diſtinguiſhing faculties of men; 
whom either the horrors of melan- 
n cCholy have terrified with diſmal ap- 
t: zprehenſions, or the ravings of frenzy 

: * tranſported into rage and fury. 
3 +Tho' the ground of both be vain and 
Imaginary, and neither of em founded 
in the reaſon of things, yet the effect 
it has in their imagination is the ſame 
das if it were real and ſubſtantial, ſo 
Fhat they are alike diſqualified for pro- 
„ Widing for themſelves, or regarding the 
neceſſities of life. Whether they fancy 
themſelves to be oppreſſed under the 

utmoſt extremity, or on the other 
hand poſſeſſed of all grandeur and au- 
ol 3 J hority : "Tis har d to ſay in which 
aſe they are moſt to be pitied, or 
more truly worthy of our Chriſtian 
i eompaſſion. We muſt be loſt to all 
1 . 


(26) 

ſenſe of humanity, if we are not touch 40 
with a view of their misfortunes, and 
willing to encourage the methods here 
i propoſed for their relief and recovery. 
And if it be thought that they, whoſe 
caſe is judg'd * ought not to 
be detain d to the excluſion of ſuch 
as might receive greater benefit, yet 
the wretchedneſs of their condition 
ſpeaks aloud for itſelf, and pleads for 
your concurrence in that generous de- 
ſign, which is now on foot, to make 
a farther proviſion for their help and 
maintenance, tho their recovery be 
deſperate. | Z 

To all theſe various objects of our 
care and concern, we mult be ſure to 


add the fatherleſs and widow, thoſe 
whom, as having none on earth im- 


mediately obliged to help and ſuccour 1 


them, God has promiſed to take into 


his ſafe protection; and how? but by 1 6 
ſtirring up the hearts of thoſe whom 


he has placed in better ee, 
to aſſiſt them either with their alm 


or their advice, and ſo ſupply the de- 
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&& of an husband to the one, and a 
Ather to the other. The education in 
Particular of helpleſs youth, whether 


geſtitute of parents, or born of ſuch 


& cannot ſuſtain the burden of it, (and 


of both ſorts there is care taken by the 


aritable foundations of this city:) 1 


3 ay ſuch education is a benefit of vaſt 
extent, and whilſt it provides at once 
both for their ſouls and bodies, by in- 


fructing them in principles of true re- 
igion, and putting them in ſome me- 


thod of honeſt livelihood, it renders 
them at the fame time uſeful to the 
public, and tranſmits the bleſſed in- 
fluence to future generations. 

What progreſs has been made in all 
theſe inſtances: of charity, and what 
need there is of a continual contribu- 
tion to the ſame purpoſes, you will be 
able to judge from that report which 
is next in order to be laid before you. 


| 7 [ Here the report of the ſeveral 


Hoſpitals was read.] 


** 
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So great then and ſo various being 
the occaſions which demand our help, 


it cannot be improper, in the 


K bird and laſt ae to urge 


chis duty more particularly from that 
motive which is ſuggeſted in the text; 

For thou knoweft not what evil ſhall 
be upon the earth. 


How oppoſite herein is the reaſon- 
ing of Scripture to the profane and 

carnal reaſonings of worldly men! Al 
but the ſordid miſer, for what end he 
heaps up fuch immenſe treaſures, with- | 7 | 
out either venturing to enjoy them him: | 


ſelf, or imparting them to help the 
neceſſities of others? Tis odds but he 


will tell you, tis becauſe he note 


not what evil ſhall be upon the earth; 3 7 


he cannot foreſee what accidents = 1 


happen, nor to what ſtraits and mi- 
fortunes he may one day be reduced. | 
He only lays up againſt the evil day, | 


. 
3 


andi is loth to part with that, which wil = 1 


own preſſing occaſions may at ſome | 1 
time or other demand, however at pre- 4 1 F 
ſent i 


(29) 


yet this is the very reaſon given by 
he wiſe man to move us to be liberal, 


ts of bounty and beneficence. For 
bon knoweſt not what evil ſhall be up- 


E appriſed what calamities are now. 

4 like to enſue, which might be poſ- 
4 ſibly prevented by ſo Sl a 
* behaviour, nor what ſupport or de- 
de fence it may adminiſter under thoſe 


de round thee.” This way of arguing 
will appear to be well-grounded and 


© rovidence in general, or the uſual 
1 courſe and order of things. 
1 Who can have better reaſon to de- 
1 pend upon the favour and proviſion 
1 of our heavenly Father, thro the me- 
kits of Chriſt, than he who is obſe- 
; uious to his commands, and by part- 
ing with the enjoyments of this life, 
and putting them to ſuch uſes as his 
= rome directs, has given proof o_ 
8 8 


4 Ent unforeſeen or unexpected. And 


and frequently to exerciſe ourſelves in 
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in the earth. © Thou canſt not be 


misfortunes which ſhall actually ſur- 


Huſt, if we conſider either the care of 
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he rruſts not in uncertain riches but in 
the Iroing God? ® He need not be afraid 
of any 25 tidiugs, whilſt his heart is 


thus fixed, rruſting in the Lord; for 


© be ſhall give his Angels charge over 
him, zo keep him, ſo that he ſhould 
| have nothing to fear from zen thouſands 
of the people, that ſhould ſet themſelves © 
again him round about*. He is not 
only better prepar d to fuftain an 
temporal loſſes that may happen to him, 
by" his  profipect of s 1 pk and a more 
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But he has really much juſter grounds 
than other men, to hope he may e- 23 


ſcape them, fince he has approved = 


himſelf a faithful ſteward, and he- © ? 


Hour d God with his ſubRance?, e, by lay- | : 


ing it out agreeably to his direction A 
They who transfer their truſt from 


God to Mammon, can have r no ground 23 


-. \ 19 4 
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Is, Tim. vi. . l exii. 7. -© Tbid. xci. il 
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3 0 Nr if, inſtead of the bleſſing 
Ind protection of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, they be left to the vain help of 
I : e idol they ſet up to themſelves ; 
"a nd whilſt, Ang an immoderate de- 
Fre of encreaſing their wealth, they 
gdietain the portion of the poor, they 
pill often find it as a canker to waſte 
and eat out the reſt, and ſo defeat the 
end which they chiefly aim to purſue. 
i But the charitable man isalways repre- 
ſented as the ſpecial care and favourite 
pf Providence; and the order of things 
ſo wiſely concerted and diſpoſed, as 
Jo provide him an eaſter retreat and 
fefuge under all adverſities. 
It may be ſometimes fit, forthe trial 
and manifeſtation of his virtue, to af- 
flict him with thoſe outward loſſes and 
- Kalamities, which he was once ſo for- 
yard to pity and relieve in others. But 
then his title to aſſiſtance is much 
3 3 detter ſecured; and as *zhe bleſſin ng of 
1 4 him that was ready zo periſh came up- 


* 1 
5 — 


I job xxix. 13. 


"= 


on 


on him in the time of his proſperity 
ſo the remembrance of his good offical 
can hardly fail to procure him uch 
friends in the day of his diſtreſs, a 
may render it ſupportable at leaſt, 10 [ 
not entirely reſcue and releaſe bin e 
from it. Even in thoſe calamities 1 
which become common and national 
| he will be much ſafer from the repu-Þ 't 
tation of his bounty, than the nig- 
 _ gard can be ſuppoſed from all that 
wealth he may have heap'd together * 
by pinching from himſelf, or denying 1 
to the poor. 
Imagine thoſe diſorders, which mai 
happen in a nation, either from ti : 
invaſion of foreign force, or from the. 1 
tumult of domeſtic inſurrections: And 
who is moſt expoſed to the ue 0 
and rapine of ungovernable multi. 
tudes; he who has been known tog . 
diſperſe his ſubſtance with a e 
band, or he whoſe griping and e- 
tortion has only ſerv'd to render hin 
a richer booty, os he may fall a = 
to avarice inſatiate as his own? 


Wy. 


033 5 1 
|. Os ſuppoſe a land oppreſſed with 
amine and ſcarcity of WLAN And who 
Tg cauſe to apprehend danger 
m the murmurs and deſpair of the 
 Foor; he who has been uſed to relieve 
em ſuitably to his abilities; or he who 
Jas been deaf to all their piteous. cries 
ind complaints, and hoarded up that 
freaſure ſuperfluous to himſelf, 4 na 
dy they ought to ys been ee d 
with bread? | 


Lb, Put the caſe of peſtlence 
er a contagious ſickneſs, and nothing 
"Fill more contribute to its propaga- 
Fon, than that hunger and neglect to 
hich the poor are expoſed when 
geſtitute of the common comforts and 
1 2 onveniences of life. So that he, whoſe 

Pounteous diſpoſition, by relieving 
Y eir neceſſities, has help'd to remove 

N out of his own neighbour- 
ood, has uſed the moſt effectual 
neans in nature, to keep off the in- 

Tabs from himſelf, that“ zo ſuch 
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1136). "= 
evil may happen unto him, nenher. ans 4 
Plague come nigh his dwelling 
And now what remains, but to eu. 


amine our own conſciences, whethol 1 1 I 


we have been mindful, as we ought} 


of our brethren in diſtreſs, and eb I 
ſerv'd the counſel of the wiſe man; 
in providing againſt future evils by 
preſent acts of bounty and beneficence? 
Or whether we have not rather in 


dulged our ſelves in ſordid, avaritiou 


purſuits, as if gain had been the on 


2 * godlineſs, and all other buſineſs mul 
give place to the heapin g up of tre: 
ſures upon earth? Surely in vain ſhal 
we profeſs to worſhip God, whilſt ou 


Hearts are thus running 1 covetou 


neſs. Moſt highly therefore it co 
cerns us to take care that we corre 


this moſt deplorable enormity. na . 


among us, who have much, let then 
give of their abundance, and remen| 
ber that it is their. duty, who a0 
b rich 1 in poſſeſſions, to be rich alſo i 1 


*.; Im „ 7.1 Tha vi. 18. 


elif 


S 
good works. And they who have but 
ittle, let them do their diligence to 
ive gladly even of that little; let 
them remember that where the abi- 
Jity is leſs, the honeſty of their inten- 
tion may compenſate for the meanneſs 
Jof the offering, which they will find 
to be accepted according to that a man 
1 hath, and not according to that he hath 
Whatever objections they may make 

from fears of future want, are in rea- 
„ lity founded on no better principle 
than diffidence, or a diſtruſt of Pro- 
Eee, and might be urged, as we 
have ſeen, to conclude more ſtrongly 
on the other fide. However a prudent 
eaution muſt always be allow'd in the 
management of our affairs, ſo that 
men not only may, but ought to make 


n convenient proviſion for their families; 
m. yet that dependence and confidence 
ar in God, which our religion preſcribes, 


„ forbids us all that anxious care and 


"4 

* 

- x4 
<7 
9 


22 Cor. vii. 12. 


e 
y CS, STE 
r 


„ Bs. concern, 


EV $4 E 


bur {chios, and 
It teache; 
ue 70 thy 


not doubt 


* < WO 


negligent I 
ord, to rt 


2 'on ne W | 
8 


. cad cement of ou 


=" Way: with the « C0 
0 8 _i but with: he eternal 


* — 
- —_ ——— 2 
y— 8 — — 
3 8 w — — w — ” 
. - 5 - ” 
\ =, Ps 3 — _ . r * r * 
N - - wo — — 
— 2 —— 8 
I ST 7 ————— 4 
r 3 92 N E 22 - NE 


0 
- 


== 7 NES 3 Lord, to whom with-th 
IX 1 and. the Holy Ghe Di 


= 
To. 2 
* 
% 
*r 
33 
T5 y 
wo, 
1 
14+ 1 * 
9 * 
0 = Y * 
"4 5 S » * * 
1 1 Mb. 
7 o 8 
Þ £ N 
= 1 R, 
4 1 * 7 7 4 
11 F . 
45 is * WA ; 
, j * f 
n 
4] 1 wah + 
47 1 - TS 
. 5 8 
bs. "WII, * — 
i * 


1 
W 
— 


1 


"1 
1 
1 \ 


r 


4 


| 


4 Ky ae 


ere 
ney LS 


"__ 


CT CE he kak, 


11 


* 


